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Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  woe 
referred  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  so  much  of  the 
President’s  Message  as  relates  to  the 
Slave  Trade. 

[Concluded  from  page  47.] 

There  is  a  single  consideration, 
however,  added  to  the  preceding 
view  of  this  subject,  which  appears 
to  our  committee,  of  itself,  conclu¬ 
sive  of  the  tendency  of  the  views 
of  the  memorialists  to  further  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1818.  That  act  not  only 
revokes  the  authority  antece¬ 
dently  given  to  the  several  states 
and  territorial  governments, to  dis¬ 
pose,  as  they  pleased,  of  those  A- 
frican  captives  who  might  be  libe¬ 
rated  by  the  tribunals  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  but  authorizes  and  re¬ 
quires  the  President  to  restore 
them  to  their  native  country.  The 
unavoidable  consequence  of  this 
just  &  humane  provision,  is,  to  re¬ 
quire  some  preparation  to  be  made 
for  their  temporary  succour,  on  be¬ 
ing  relanded  upon  the  African 
shore.  And  no  preparation  can 
prove  so  congenial  to  its  own  ob¬ 
ject,  or  so  economical,  as  re¬ 
gards  the  government  charged  with 
this  charitabale  duty,as  that  which 
would  be  found  in  a  colony  of  the 
free  people  of  color  of  the  United 
States.  Sustained  by  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  numerous  societies 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States 
and  the  approving  voice  of  the  le¬ 
gislative  assemblies  of  several 
states,  without  enquiring  into  any 
other  tendency  of  the  object  of  the 
memorialists  your  committee  do 
E 


not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  deser¬ 
ving  of  the  countenance  and  sup¬ 
port  of  the  general  government. — 
The  extent  to  which  these  shall 
be  carried  is  a  question  not  so  ea¬ 
sily  determined. 

The  memorialists  do  not  ask  the 
government  to  assume  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  territory,  or  to  be¬ 
come,  in  any  degree  whatever,  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  future  safety  or 
tranquility  of  the  contemplated 
colony.  They  have  prudently 
thought  that  its  external  peace 
and  security  would  be  most  effec¬ 
tually  guarded,  by  an  appeal,  in 
its  behalf,  the  the  philanthropy  of 
the  civilized  world;  and  to  that 
sentiment  of  retributive  justice, 
with  which  all  Christendom  is  at 
present  animated  toward  a  much 
injured  continent. 

Of  the  constitutional  power  of 
the  general  government  to  grant 
the  limited  aid  contemplated  by 
the  accompanying  bill  and  resolu¬ 
tions,  your  committee  presume 
there  can  exist  no  shadow  of 
doubt ;  and  they  leave  it  to  a  period 
of  greater  national  prosperity  to 
determine  how  far  the  authority 
of  Congress,  the  resources  of  the 
National  Government,  and  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the 
United  States,  will  warrant,  or 
require  its  extension. 

Your  committee  are  solemnly 
enjoined  by  the  peculiar  object  of 
their  trust  and  invited  by  the  sug¬ 
gestions  of  the  memorialists,  to 
enquire  into  the  defects  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  laws  against  the  African  slave 
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trade.  So  long  as  it  is  in  the  pow-  I  violent  seizure  of  his  person,  his 
er  of  the  United  States  to  provide  sudden  and  unprepared  separation 
additional  restraints  upon  this  odi-  |  from  his  family,  his  kindred,  his 
ous  traffic,  they  cannot  be  withheld  friends,  and  hiS  country,  followed 
consistently  with  justice  and  the  by  all  the  horrors  of  the  middle 
honor  of  the  nation.  passage.  Are  there  not  united  in 

Congress  have  heretofore  mark  this  offence  all  that  is  most  .'niquit- 
ed  with  decided  reprobation,  the  ous  in  theft,  most  daring  in  robbe- 
authors  and  abettors  of  this  iniqui-  ry,  and  cruel  in  murder?  Itscon- 
touscommerce,in  every  form  which  sequence  to  the  victim,  if  he  sur- 
it  assumes ;  from  the  inception  of  vives ;  to  the  country  which  re- 
its  unrighteous  purpose  in  America,  ceives  him ;  and  to  that  from  which 
through  all  the  subsequent  stages  he  is  torn  are  alike  disastrous.  If 
of  its  progress,  to  its  final  consum-  the  internal  wars  of  Africa,  and 
mation ;  the  outward  voyage,  the  their  desolating  effect,  may  be  im- 
cruel  seizure,  and  forcible  abduc-  puted  to  the  slave  trade,  and  that 
tion  of  the  unfortunate  African  the  greater  part  of  them  must,  can- 
f  rom  his  native  home,  and  the  f  rau-  rot  now  be  questioned,  this  crime, 
dulent  transfer  of  the  property  considered  in  its  remote,  as  well  as 
thus  acquired.  It  may,  however,  its  proximate  consequences,  is  the 
be  questioned,  if  a  proper  discri-  very  darkest  in  the  whole  cata- 
minationof  their  relative  guilt,  has  logue  of  human  iniquities,  and  its 
entered  into  the  measure  of  pu-  authors  should  be  considered  as 
nishmentannexedto these  criminal  hostes  humani  generis. 
acts.  In  proposing  to  the  house  of  Re- 

Your  committee  cannot  perceive  psesentatives,  to  make  such  part  of 
wherein  the  offence  of  kidnapping  this  offence  as  occurs  upon  the  o- 
an  unoffending  inhabitant  of  a  fo-  cean,  piracy,  your  committee  are 
reign  country ;  of  chaining  him  animated,  not  by  the  desire  of  ma- 
down  for  a  series  of  days,  weeks,  nifesting  to  the  world  the  horror 
and  months,  amidst  the  dying  and  with  which  it  is  viewed  by  the  A- 
the  dead,  to  the  pestilential  hold  of  merican  people ;  but  by  the  confi- 
a  slave  ship ;  of  consigning  him,  if  dent  expectation  of  promoting  by 
he  chance  to  live  out  the  vayage,  to  this  example,  its  more  certain  pu- 
perpetual  slavery,  in  a  remote  and  nishment  by  all  nations,  and  its 
unknown  land,  differs  in  maligni-  absolute  and  final  extinction, 
ty  from  piracy,  or  why  a  milder  May  it  not  be  believed,  that  when 
punishment  should  follow  the  one,  the  whole  civilized  world  shall 
than  the  other  crime.  have  denounced  the  slave  trade  as 

On  the  other  hand,  the  purchase  piracy,  it  will  become  as  unfre- 
of  the  unfortunate  African,  after  quent  as  any  other  species  of  that 
his  enlargement  from  the  floating  offence  against  the  law  of  nations? 
dungeon  which  wafts  him  to  the  Is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
foreign  market,  however  criminal  negociation  will,with  greater  facil- 
in  itself,  and  yet  more  in  its  ten-  ity,  introduce  into  that  law  such  a 
dency  to  encourage  this  abomina-  !  provision  as  is  here  proposed, when 
ble  traffic,  yields  in  atrocity  to  the  i  it  shall  have  been  already  incorpo- 
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rated  in  the  separate  code  of 
each  state? 

The  maritime  powers  of  the 
Christian  world  have,  at  length, 
concurred  in  pronouncing  sentence 
of  condemnation  against  this  traf¬ 
fic.  The  United  States  having  led 
the  way  in  forming  this  decree, 
owe  it  to  themselves  not  to  follow 
the  rest  of  mankind  in  promoting 
its  vigorous  execution. 

If  it  should  be  objected,  that  the 
legislation  of  Congress  would  be 
partial,  and  its  benefit,  for  a  time 
at  least,  local,  it  may  be  replied, 
that  the  constitutional  power  of  the 
government  has  already  been  ex¬ 
ercised  in  defining  the  crime  of  pi¬ 
racy,  in  accordance  with  similar 
analogies,  to  that  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  have  soughtto  trace  between 
this  general  offence  against  the 
peace  of  nations  and  the  slave 
trade. 

In  many  of  the  foreign  treaties, 
as  well  as  in  the  laws  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  examples  are  to  be 
found  of  piracies,  which  are  not 
cognizable  as  such  by  the  tribu¬ 
nals  of  all  nations.  Such  is  the 
unavoidable  consequence  of  any 
exercise  of  the  authority  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  define  and  punish  this 
crime.  The  definition  and  the  pu¬ 
nishment  can  bind  the  United 
States  alone. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  American 
Consul  at  Cape  de  Verds,  to  the  edi¬ 
tors  of  the  Boston  Patriot,  dated 

Villa  oe  Phata,  St.  Jago,  March  31. 

Gentlemen — Accompanying  this 
I  transmit  you  a  few  numbers  of 
the  Sierra  Leone  Gazette,  from 
which  you  will  perceive  that  cap¬ 
tured  slave  vessels  are  arriving 
daily. 


The  Venezuelian  privateer  tak¬ 
en  in  with  prizes,  I  am  informed 
by  letters  from  Sierra  Leone,  was 
the  Irrestible,  captured  with  two 
slave  vessels,  her  prizes;  but  a 
compromise  was  made  by  the  Irre¬ 
sistible,  to  relinquish  te  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majesty’s  shipMyrmiden,capt. 
Leake,  the  two  prizes,  and  was 
permitted  to  proceed  on  her  cruize. 

Capt.  Tynes,  of  the  British  brig 
Kate,  of  Barbadoes,  arrived  here 
yesterday  from  Sierra  Leone,  re¬ 
ports  that  he  spoke  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  an  American  trans¬ 
port  ship  with  blacks  but  did  not 
learn  her  name. 

Saml.  Hodges,  Jr. 

Prom  the  Royal  Gruette  and  Sierra  Le¬ 
one  Advertieer,  published  at  Freetown, 
and  forwarded  by  our  correspondent. 

Freetown,  Feb.  12. 

On  Saturday  last,  H.  M.  ship 
Tarter,  com.  sir  George  Collier, 
came  into  harbor,  accompanied  by 
two  prizes,  a  Dutch  brig  and  a 
large  Spanish  schooner,  with  about 
90  slaves  on  board.  The  vessels 
were  taken  in  the  Rio  Pangus,  by 
the  boats  of  the  Tartar  and  This¬ 
tle,  under  the  command  of  Lieuts. 
Marsh  and  Morgan;  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  slaves  to  complete  the 
cargo,  we  have  heard  were  ready 
to  embark  at  the  period  when  these 
vessels  were  detained :  it  is  there¬ 
fore  to  be  hoped,  that  the  slave 
factors  of  the  Rio  Pangus,  will  de¬ 
liver  them  to  lieut.  Hagan,  who, 
we  understand,  the  commodore  has 
left  in  that  river;  and  who,  we 
trust,  will  succeed  in  rescuingthem 
from  the  fangs  of  these  horrid  bar¬ 
barians. 

The  myrmidon,  capt.  S.  Leake, 
came  in  on  Tuesday  with  5  schoo¬ 
ners  detained  by  that  vessel  and 
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his  majesty’s  ship  Morgiana,  capt.  linas.  We  will  give  in  our  next, 
Sandland.  These  vessels  were  the  copy  of  an  agreement  found  on 
seized,  we  understand  contiguous  board  La  Marie,  which  leaves  no 
to  the  Gallinas,  engaged  in  that  a-  doubt  of  the  vile  transaction ;  but 
bominable  traffic — ^the  slave  trade.  Providence  has  turned  his  wicked 
One  of  the  schooners  had  on  board  purpose  to  the  advantage  of  the 
105  slaves,  the  others  had  not  Africans,  whose  causehe  betrayed, 
completed  their  cargoes.  On  Friday  last,  one  hundred  and 

It  is  truely  lamentable  to  reflect  six  individuals,  of  all  ages  were 
on  the  extent  to  which  this  traffic  is  landed  as  slaves  from  that  vessel, 
now  carried  on  almost  in  our  own  and  are  now  free  at  Waterloo, 
neighborhood :  indeed  it  would  ap-  J.  O.  Kearney  has  recently  been 
pear  that  the  principal  mart  of  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  his  Bri- 
these  nefarious  traders  seemed  con-  tannic  Majesty’s  service,  and  de¬ 
fined,  in  a  great  measure,  to  a  tached  by  gov.  M'Carthy  to  the 
range  of  a  few  degrees  north  and  Galinas  with  twenty  soldiers  under 
south  of  this  colony.  his  command,  to  prevent  the  slave 

February  19. — Our  harbor  con-  trade,  but  was  the  first  to  join  in 
tinues  to  present  a  most  gratifying  that  traffic, 
aspect:  vessels  arrive  daily,  and  . 

others  depart,  pregnant  with  the  G».t.e  with 

truits  of  legitimate  commerce ;  the  some  alterations, 

meritorious  exertions  of  his  majes-  The  subjects  of  slavery,  and  the 
ty’s  squadron  in  the  cause  of  jus-  slave  trade,  by  being  so  much  dis- 
tice  and  humanity,  have  crowded  cussed  at  the  late  session  of  Con- 
the  harbor  with  slave  vessels ;  our  gress,  have  gained  an  interest  and 
streets  indeed  are  unpleasantly  importance  in  the  public  view 
thronged  with  the  unblushing  which  they  well  deserve,and  which 
wretches,  the  slave  traders,  who  it  is  hoped  will  be  attended  with 
having  set  defiance  to  the  laws  of  happy  results.  Men  of  eminence 
God,  and  violated  the  ordinances  and  talents  are  lending  their  influ- 
of  their  own  countries,  attend  our  ence  on  the  side  of  virtue,  and  we 
markets,  and  would  abuse  those  devoutly  implore  the  blessing  of 
very  men,  whom  they  have  tom  heaven  on  their  noble  exertions, 
forever,  we  fear,  from  the  home  of  The  impolicy  as  well  as  immo- 
their  childhood,  and  the  scenes  of  rality  of  buying  and  selling  our 
their  youth ;  these  vile  traffickers  fellow  men,  and  holding  them  in 
in  blood  are  as  hostile  to  liberty  as  involuntary  servitude,  are  demon- 
they  are  devoid  of  shame.  A  ve.  strated  with  great  clearness,  on 
ry  short  period  will,  however,  we  the  principles  of  common  justice, 
trust,  rid  us  of  their  hateful  pre-  acknowledged  even  by  men  of  the 
sence.  world.  But  we  address  those. 

With  sentiments  of  horror  and  who  call  themselves  Christians, 
shamewenoticethe  report  so  wide-  and  who  profess  to  be  governed 
ly  circulated  of  J.  0.  Kearney  late  by  the  precepts  of  the  gospel,  and 
a  resident  of  Kent,  having  joined  the  example  of  the  Redeemer, 
the  traffickers  in  blood  at  the  Ga-  who  came  into  the  world  to  die  for 
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sinners  of  every  nation,  character  shore,  doomed  to  cruel  and  de- 
and  complexion;  with  what  feel-  grading  servitude,  i)erhaps  till 
ings  must  we  view  that  professed  worn  down  with  laborious  exer- 
follower  of  Christ,  who  traffics  in  tions  under  the  merciless  whip  of 
human  flesh,  and  who  deprives  of  the  task-master ;  and  till  old  age  or 
his  liberty  the  sable  son  of  Africa,  savage  barbarity  shall  introduce 
born  free  and  equal  with  himself,  the  pangs  of  dissolving  nature ; — 
and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges,  let  the  gracious  precept  before  re- 
boih  civil  and  religious?  cited,  be  applied  in  this  case,  and 

Let  us  contemplate,  with  rever-  then  let  those,  who  in  any  degree 
ence  and  with  impartiality,  a  most  countenance thepracticescondemn- 
extensive  but  intelligible  precept,  ed,  say  whether  in  the  day  of  judg- 
delivered  by  the  glorious  Founder  ment,  they  will  dare  to  lift  up  their 
of  our  religion ;  a  precept,  which  heads  before  the  Omniscent  Judge 
has  been  eulogized  even  by  the  and  Saviour,  and  declare  that  their 
enemies  of  revelation,  and  from  its  conduct  was  governed  by  this  holy 
perspicuous  equity,  and  suitable-  command. 

ness  to  all  circumstances,  com-  In  the  view  of  this  subject,  let 
manding  and  deserving  universal  those  who  fear  God,  and  who  have 

attention  and  obedience ; - ALL  an  interest  at  the  throne  of  grace, 

THINGS  WHATSOEVER  YE  cry  mightily  unto  him,  that  he  will 
WOULD  THAT  MEN  SHOULD  speedily  banish  from  amongst  us 
DO  TO  YOU,  DO  YE  EVEN  SO  this  crying  iniquity,  and  gracious- 
TO  THEM.  ly  deliver  our  country  from  the 

How  can  those,  who  profess  to  guilt  of  this  sin ;  that  he  will  give 
receive  the  gospel  as  the  rule  of  wisdom  and  virtue  to  the  Congress 
their  faith  and  practice,  have  any  of  these  States  and  enable  them 
fellowship  or  interest  in  the  detes-  to  adopt,  and  with  firmness  and 
table  and  disgraceful  crime  of  resolution  to  pursue,  those  mea- 
slave-holding  and  of  man-steal-  sures  which  shall  eventuate  in  the 
ing?  Let  the  precept  be  applied  effectual  abolition  and  entire  des- 
to  this  practice.  Let  the  provi-  truction  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
dent  and  affectionate  father  of  a  trade ;  thus  redeeming  our  citizens 
young  and  intelligent  family  of  from  the  stigma,  that  whilst  our 
children,  who  are  pleasant  and  o-  civil  constitutions  declare  all  men 
bedient — meditate,  only  in  idea,  free  and  equal,  we  deprive  a  por- 
that  these  children,  the  joy  of  his  tion  of  our  race  from  the  enjoy- 
heart  and  the  delight  of  his  eyes,  ment  of  their  inherent  and  unalie- 
are  suddenly,  perhaps  in  the  dark  nable  rights.  Whilst  we  pray 
and  silent  night,  stolen  by  Africans  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  a- 
from  his  embraces  and  his  care,  mongst  Hottentots  and  Bramins, 
never  again  to  be  seen  by  him ;  &  let  it  be  seen  that  we  pity  the  Hea- 
when  in  anguish  he  muses  on  their  then,  who  in  our  own  territories, 
fate,  beholds  them  crowded  in  the  by  our  wickedness,  are  deprived 
narrow  limits  of  the  slave-ship,  of  those  liberties,  which,  as  a  na- 
and  wasting  with  desolating  sick-  tion,  we  say  are  dearer  to  us  than 
ness ;  or  if  wafted  to  some  distant  life.  It  may  be  hoi)ed  than  in  the 


54 


THE  EMANCIPATOR— 7th  MONTH  31,  1820. 


praise  worthy  scheme  of  our  Mis¬ 
sionaries, for  visiting  and  instruct¬ 
ing  the  pagan  parts  of  mankind 
in  the  nature  of  true  religion,  the 
worse  condition  of  our  own  fellow 
subjects,  who,  with  more  than  sa¬ 
vage  cruelty,  and  under  the  very 
wing  of  our  highly  extolled  free 
government,  are  permitted  to  be 
sold  &  separated  from  their  nearest 
connections,  and  deprived  of  every 
thing  that  men  call  dear;  consign¬ 
ed  to  interminable  slavery ;  and  the 
means  of  information  withheld 
from  them,  will  not  be  overlook¬ 
ed. 

“If  any  provide  not  for  his  own, 
and  specially  for  those  of  his  own 
house,  he  hath  denied  the  faith, 
and  is  worse  than  an  infidel.” 


MODERN  LISTENER. 

The  Modem  Lietener  to  the  President  of 
the  Manumiesion  Society  of  Tennessee. 

No.6 

Sir: — I  have  lately  understood  by  a 
report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  both 
houses  of  our  last  L^iislature,  that  there 
were  some  exceptions  existing  in  that 
body,  to  your  plan  of  a  gradual  emanci¬ 
pation,  founded  upon  a  notion  of  its  les¬ 
sening  the  value  of  that  species  of  pro¬ 
perty:  I  have  been  thinking  it  was  very 
well  thought  of,  for,  we  ought  to  be  very 
careful  to  take  no  step  that  would  have 
a  tendency  to  lessen  the  value  of  an  im¬ 
mortal  soul!  And  as  I  have  vindicated 
the  principle  of  emancipation  in  some 
communications  to  a  correspondent, 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  publish,  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  am  not  included 
in  the  same  condemnation  with  your 
plans;  I  therefore  set  about  drawing  up 
my  creed,  which  you  may  publish,  if  you 
please. 

Article  1st.  I  believe  in  God  the  fa¬ 
ther  Almighty,  the  maker  of  Heaven  and 
Earth,  the  8^,  and  all  things  that  are 
therein. 

2d.  I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  the  only 
begotten  son  of  God  the  Father,  and  in 


the  Holy  Ghost,  proceeding  from  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  the  Son. 

3d.  I  believe  that  God  made  of  one 
blood,  all  nations  of  men  to  dwell  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  Acts  17,  c.  26;  and 
I  believe  that  the  Africans  are  of  those 
nations. 

4th.  I  believe  that  despotism,  rapa¬ 
ciousness,  and  avarice,  as  flowing  from 
the  corrupt  nature  of  man,  are  the  sour¬ 
ces  from  whence  slavery  originated,  and 
that  its  continuance  can  be  traced  to  no 
other  fountain:  So  far  I  think  I  am  or¬ 
thodox,  and  if  so, 

5th.  I  believe  slavery  to  be  a  species 
of  idolatry;  (for  divine  Revelation  in¬ 
forms  us  that  covetousness  is  idolatry,) 

I  therefore  believe  that  whoever  has  ne¬ 
groes,  and  covets  to  keep  them  in  slave¬ 
ry,  with  all  those  who  have  them  not,  A 
yet  covet  to  have  them,  are  idolaters. 

6th.  I  believe  that  I  am  a  profoimd  ig¬ 
noramus  with  regard  to  the  source  from 
whence  any  Legislature  derived  its  au¬ 
thority  to  make  Africans  the  property  of 
Europeans,  or  Americans,  unless  it 
should  be  the  sources  refered  to  in  the 
4th  article;  and  if  these  have  led  Legisla¬ 
tures  to  make  black  people  the  property 
of  white  people,  I  believe  the  same  prin¬ 
ciple  will,  in  a  future  day,  prompt  Le- 
gidatures  to  make  the  lower  class  of 
whites,  the  property  of  the  higher  classes, 
for  there  is  nothing  new,  or,  that  step  will 
make  nothing  new  on  the  earth! 

7th.  I  believe  I  have  said,  in  my  intro¬ 
duction,  that  it  was  very  well  thought  of 
by  the  joint  committee,  not  to  lessen  the 
value  of  such  property  as  slaves  are  said 
to  be;  but  I  ^lieve  that  the  number  of 
negroes,  be  what  they  may  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  any  member  of  the  joint  commit¬ 
tee,  or  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature 
of  this,  or  any  other  state,  that  they  are 
property  in  the  same  point  of  view  that 
a  horse  would  be  my  property,  which  I  had 
bought  from  a  man  who  had  stolen  him. 
Of  course  then,  I  believe,  if  the  law  of 
God,  the  law  of  nature,  and  the  law  of 
nations,  were  admitted  as  evidence  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  the  negroes,  they  must  be  free; — 
well,  what  is  next?  why,  if  the  owner 
of  the  horse  comes  and  proves  his  proper¬ 
ty,  I  am  done  with  it,  1  must  seek  re¬ 
dress  of  him  from  whom  I  got  it;  but  I 
cannot  find  him,  and  all  is  lost!  and  I 
believe,  that,  according  to  the  present 
existing  laws  of  our  country,  the  thief. 
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from  whom"*I  had  procured  this  stolen 
property,  ought  to  be  hung  until  he  is 
dead,  dead,  dead,  (and  says  a  poor  negro) 
the  Legislature  who  first  made  my 
countrymen  slaves  ought  to  share  the 
same  fate;  and  I  am  thinking  whether  it 
would  not  be  right  to  say.  Amen,  for  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  worse  crime  to  be  a  man- 
stealer,  than  to  be  a  horse  stealer! 

But  I  am  not  done  with  what  I  shall 
call  that  happy  thought  of  the  joint  com¬ 
mittee,  for  I  believe  that  whoever  under¬ 
values  an  immortal  soul,  and  degrades 
human  nature,  and  brings  it  down  to  a 
level  with  the  brutes,  must  put  but  a 
very  low  estimate  upon  the  atonement 
made  by  the  Saviour  of  sinners. 

8th.  I  believe  that  some  prople  will 
think  that  I  am  a  fool  for  thinking,  or 
talking  about  an  immortal  soul  being  pro¬ 
perty,  but  I  believe,  that  as  big  a  fool  as 
I  may  be  considered,  that  there  is  not  a 
member  of  the  joint  committee,  nor  my¬ 
self,  that  wants  a  negro  without  a  soul — 
no,  they  would  not  give  a  cent  for  one 
without  a  soul; — well,  sir,  I  think  I  am 
orthodox  yet:  then 

9th.  I  believe  that  when  the  negroes’ 
cause  is  brought  before  the  I.iegislature, 
it  is  for  the  benefit  of  souls  they  are  call¬ 
ed  to  legislate;  and  I  believe  there  will 
be  a  very  serious  reckoning  between  Le¬ 
gislators,  who  rivet  the  chains  of  unqual¬ 
ified  slavery  on  the  necks  of  thousands  of 
their  fellew  creatures  and  their  posterity, 
and  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  when  the 
nations  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa  and  A- 
merica  assemble  before  the  flaming  bar 
of  Jehovah;  then  and  there,  I  believe,  ev¬ 
ery  man,  black  and  white,  will  receive 
his  just  due, — when  pecuniary  interests, 
and  what  some  call  good  policy,  will  be 
no  plea  for  a  deviation  from  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  Justice,  humanity  and  moral  rec¬ 
titude? 

10th.  I  believe  with  the  joint  commit¬ 
tee,  that  the  Legislature  ought  not,  in 
any  of  their  legislative  acts,  to  lessen 
the  value  of  property  of  trade,  or  traffic, 
which  may  be  traded  or  trafficed,  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  principles  of  justice  and 
humanity;  but  human  flesh,  bones,  and 
souls,  cannot  be  so  traded:  therefore 
when  that  committee  put  negroes  upon 
a  level  with  such  property,  to  wit;  horses, 
cattle,  hogs,  Ac.  I  believe  they  greatly 
err;  and  I  am  slow  in  believing  that  the 
wandering  Arabs,  amongst  whom  Capt. 


Riley  suffered  so  much,  would  believe 
that  the  representatives  of  so  patriotic  a 
people  as  Tennessee  bolds,  and  of  whom 
one  of  our  members  in  congress  boasts, 
that  5000  men  can  be  raised  as  volun¬ 
teers  on  the  shortest  notice  to  fight  for 
liberty,  would  entertain  the  idea  that  hu¬ 
man  beings  were  a  commodity  for  traffic; 
but  it  is  so,  and  I  will  refer  you  to  a  re¬ 
port  of  said  committee,  for  evidence: — 
But  tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish  it  not  a- 
mongst  the  wild  Arab^  lest  they  laugh 
at  our  zeal  for  foreign  missions,  and  our 
Bible  associations,  and  tell  us  that  they 
have  learned  as  much  from  their  Coran, 
as  the  Christians  have  from  their  Bibles! 

11th.  I  believe  that  the  joint  commit¬ 
tee  will  never  receive  any  thanks  from 
me,  for  what  I  call  their  too  generous  re¬ 
solve,  to  repeal  all  laws  heretofore  made, 
prohibiting  owners  of  slaves  from  setting 
them  free,  Ac.  because  that  is  more  than 
the  friends  to  Emancipation  ask,  or  want; 
and  I  believe  the  committee  could  not 
help  seeing  the  injustice  of  the  resolve; 
for  had  both  houses  concurred  in  the  re¬ 
solve,  and  passed  it  into  a  law,  we  should 
soon  have  had  our  counties  burdened 
with  supernumerary  worn  out  n^oes; 
but  I  believe  the  friends  of  emancipation 
think  that  those  who  have  reaped  all  the 
benefits  of  the  toil,  and  earnings  of  the 
youth  and  vigor  of  a  fellow  creature, 
should  maintain  such  when  old  and  worn 
out. 

I  could  give  you  several  more  arti¬ 
cles,  but  I  believe  that  whoever  can  swal¬ 
low  this  creed,  or  only  the  five  first  arti¬ 
cles,  will  have  no  room  left  for  a  negro, 
as  a  slave,  and  such  person,  I  would  con¬ 
sider  as  a  flawless  stone,  fit  for  any  place 
in  the  spiritual  Temple  of  Jehovah; — ^you 
may  turn  him  about  any  way,  and  there 
will  no  negro  hop  out  of  him;  for  as  I 
said  before,  there  is  no  room  in  him  for 
any  such  an  idol.*  Farwell,  I  pray  Hea¬ 
ven  to  prosper  your  plan;  and  remain 
yours,  Ac.  MODERN  LISTENER. 

*This  refers  to  a  paragraph  in  a  letter 
from  a  correspondent  to  the  Listener, 
published  some  months  past  in  the  Pat¬ 
riot. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

COUMUNICATION. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the 
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Presbyterian  Church,  having  ta- 1 
ken  into  consideration  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  SLAVERY,  think  prop¬ 
er  to  make  known  their  senti¬ 
ments  upon  it  to  the  churches  & 
people  under  their  care. 

We  consider  the  voluntary  en¬ 
slaving  of  one  part  of  the  human 
race  by  another,  as  a  gross  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  most  precious  and  sa¬ 
cred  rights  of  human  nature ;  as 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  law 
of  God,  which  requires  us  to  love 
our  neighbor  as  ourselves ;  and 
as  totally  irreconcilable  with  the 
spirit  and  principles  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Christ,  which  enjoin  that, 
“all  things  whatsoever  ye  would 
that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye 
even  so  to  them.”  Slavery  cre¬ 
ates  a  paradox  in  the  moral  sys¬ 
tem  —  it  exhibits  rational,  accoun¬ 
table,  and  immortal  beings,  in 
such  circumstances  as  scarcely 
to  leave  them  the  power  of  moral 
action.  It  exhibits  them  as  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  will  of  others, 
whether  they  shall  receive  reli¬ 
gious  instruction ;  whether  they 
shall  know  and  worship  the  true 
God;  whether  they  shall  enjoy 
the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel ; 
whether  they  shall  perform  the 
duties  and  cherish  the  endear¬ 
ments  of  husbands  and  wives, 
parents  and  children,  neighbors 
and  friends;  whether  they  shall 
preserve  their  chastity  and  puri¬ 
ty,  or  regard  the  dictates  of  jus¬ 
tice  and  humanity.  Such  are 
some  of  the  consequences  of  Sla¬ 
very,  —  consequnces  not  imagin¬ 
ary  —  but  which  connect  them¬ 
selves  with  its  very  existence.  — 
The  evils  to  which  the  slave  is 
always  exposed  often  take  place 
in  fact,  and  in  their  very  worst 


degree  and  form:  and  where  all 
of  them  do  not  take  place,  as  we 
rejoice  to  say  that  in  many  in¬ 
stances,  through  the  influence  of 
the  principles  of  humanity  and 
religion  on  the  minds  of  masters, 
they  do  not  —  still  the  slave  is  de¬ 
prived  of  his  natural  right,  de- 
gradefl  as  a  human  being,  and 
exposed  to  the  danger  of  passing 
into  the  hands  of  a  master  who 
may  inflict  upon  him  all  the 
hardships  and  injuries  which  in¬ 
humanity  and  avarice  may  sug¬ 
gest. 

From  this  view  of  the  conse- 
quencs  resulting  from  the  prac¬ 
tice  into  which  Christian  people 
have  most  inconsistently  fallen, 
of  enslaving  a  portion  of  their 
brethren  of  mankind  —  for  “God 
hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations 
of  men  to  dwell  on  the  face  of 
the  earth”  —  it  is  manifestly  the 
duty  of  Christians  who  enjoy  the 
light  of  the  present  day,  when 
the  inconsistency  of  slavery,  both 
with  the  dictates  of  humanity  & 
religion,  has  been  demonstrated 
and  is  generally  seen  &  acknowl¬ 
edged,  to  use  their  honest,  earn¬ 
est  and  unwearied  endeavours, 
to  correct  the  errors  of  former 
times,  and  as  speedily  as  possible 
to  efface  this  blot  on  our  holy  re¬ 
ligion,  and  to  obtain  the  com¬ 
plete  abolition  of  slavery  through¬ 
out  Christendom,  and  if  possible 
throughout  the  world. 

We  rejoice  that  the  church  to 
which  we  belong  commenced,  as 
early  as  any  other  in  this  country, 
the  good  work  of  endeavouring 
to  put  an  end  to  slavery,*  and 

•In  the  miiiutes  of  the  Synod  of  N. 
York  and  Philadelphia,  for  the  year  1787, 
before  the  General  Assembly  was  con- 
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that  in  the  same  work,  many  of 
its  members  have  ever  since  been 
and  now  are  the  most  active, 
vigorous,  and  efficient  labourers. 
We  do,  indeed,  tenderly  sympa¬ 
thize  with  those  portions  of  our 
church  and  our  country,  where 
the  evil  of  slavery  has  been  en¬ 
tailed  upon  them;  where  a  great, 
and  the  most  virtuous  part  of  the 
community  abhor  slavery,  and 
wish  its  extermination,  as  sin- 1 
cerely  as  any  others  —  but  where 
the  number  of  slaves,  their  ig¬ 
norance,  and  their  vicious  habits 
generally  render  an  immediate  & 
universal  emancipation  inconsis- 

■tituted,  we  find  the  following,  vis. 

“The  Synod  of  New  York  and  Phila^ 
delphia,  do  highly  approve  of  the  gener¬ 
al  principles,  in  favor  of  universal  liber¬ 
ty,  that  prevail  in  America;  and  of  the 
interest  which  many  of  the  states  have 
taken  in  promoting  the  abolition  of  slave¬ 
ry:  yet,  inasmuch  as  men,  introduced 
from  a  servile  state  to  a  participation  of 
all  the  privileges  of  civil  society,  without 
a  proper  education,  and  without  previ¬ 
ous  habits  of  industry,  may  be,  in  na«ny 
reqiects,  dangerous  to  the  conununity: 
Therefore,  they  earnestly  recommend  it 
to  all  the  members  belonging  to  thdr 
communion,  to  give  those  persons  who 
are,  at  present,  held  in  servitude,  such 
good  education  as  may  prepare  than  for 
the  better  enjoyment  of  freedom.  And 
they,  moreover,  recommend,  that  masters 
whenever  they  find  servants  disposed  to 
make  a  proper  improvement  of  the  privi¬ 
lege,  would  give  them  some  share 
property  to  begin  with;  or  grant  them 
sufficient  time  and  sufficient  means  of 
procuring,  by  industry,  their  own  liber¬ 
ty,  at  a  moderate  rate;  that  they  may, 
thereby,  be  brought  into  society  with 
those  habits  of  industry,  that  may  render 
them  useful  citisens: — And  fihally,  they 
recommend  it  to  all  the  people  under 
their  care,  to  use  the  most  prudent  mea¬ 
sures  consistent  with  the  interest  and 
the  state  of  civil  society,  in  the  parts 
where  they  live,  to  procure,  eventually, 
the  final  abolition  of  slavery  in  America. 


tent,  alike,  with  the  safety  and 
happiness  of  the  master  and  the 
slave.  With  those  who  are  thus 
circumstanced,  we  repeat  that  we 
tenderly  sympathize.  —  At  the 
same  time,  we  earnestly  exhort 
them  to  continue,  and,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  to  increase  their  exertions  to 
effect  a  total  abolition  of  slavery. 
We  exhort  them  to  suffer  no 
greater  delay  to  take  place  in 
this  most  interesting  concern 
than  a  regard  to  the  public  wel¬ 
fare  truly  and  indespensably  de¬ 
mands. 

As  our  country  has  inflicted  a 
most  grievous  injury  on  the  un¬ 
happy  Africans,  by  bringing  them 
into  slavery,  we  cannot,  indeed, 
urge  that  we  should  add  a  second 
injury  to  the  first,  by  emancipat¬ 
ing  them  in  such  manner  as  that 
they  will  be  likely  to  destroy 
themselves  or  others.  But  we 
do  think  that  our  county  ought 
to  be  governed  in  this  matter,  by 
no  other  consideration  than  an 
honest  and  impartial  regard  to 
the  happiness  of  the  injured  par¬ 
ty  ;  uninfluenced  by  the  expense 
or  inconvenience  which  such  a 
regard  may  involve.  We  there¬ 
fore  warn  all  who  belong  to  our 
denomination  of  Christians  a- 
gainst  unduly  extending  this  plea 
of  necessity;  against  making  it  a 
cover  for  the  love  and  practice  of 
slavery,  or  a  pretence  for  not  u- 
sing  efforts  that  are  lawful  and 
practicable,  to  extinguish  the  e- 
vil. 

And  we,  at  the  same  time,  ex¬ 
hort  others  to  forebear  harsh  cen¬ 
sures,  and  uncharitable  reflec¬ 
tions  on  their  brethren,  who  un¬ 
happily  live  among  slaves,  whom 
they  cannot  immediately  set  free; 
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but  who,  at  the  same  time,  are 
really  using  all  their  influence, 
and  all  their  endeavours,  to  bring 
them  into  a  state  of  freedom,  as 
soon  as  a  door  for  it  can  be  safe¬ 
ly  opened. 

Having  thus  expressed  our 
views  of  slavery,  and  of  the  du¬ 
ty  indespensably  incumbent  on 
all  Christians  to  labour  for  its 
complete  extinction,  we  proceed 
to  recommend  —  (and  we  do  it 
with  all  the  earnestness  and  so¬ 
lemnity  which  this  momentous 
subject  demands)  —  a  particular 
attention  to  the  following  points. 

1.  We  recommend  to  all  our 
people  to  patronize  and  encour¬ 
age  the  society,  lately  formed, 
for  colonizing,  in  Africa  the  land 
of  their  ancestors,  the  people  of 
colour  in  our  contry.  We  hope 
that  much  good  may  result  from 
the  plans  and  efforts  of  this  So¬ 
ciety.  —  And  while  we  exceed¬ 
ingly  rejoice  to  have  witnessed 
its  origin  and  organization  a- 
mong  the  holders  of  slaves,  as 
giving  an  unequivocal  pledge  of 
their  desire  to  deliver  themselves 
and  their  country  from  the  calam¬ 
ity  of  slavery;  we  hope  that  those 
portions  of  the  American  Union, 
whose  inhabitants  are  by  a  gra¬ 
cious  Providence,  more  favoura¬ 
bly  circumstanced,  will  cordially, 
and  liberally,  and  earnestly  co¬ 
operate  with  their  brethren,  in 
bringing  about  the  great  end  con¬ 
templated. 

2.  We  recommend  to  all  the 
members  of  our  religious  deno¬ 
mination,  not  only  to  permit,  but 
to  facilitate  and  encourage  the 
instruction  of  their  slaves,  in  the 
principles  and  duties  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion;  by  granting  them  li¬ 


berty  to  attend  on  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel,  when  they  have  the 
opportunity ;  by  favouring  the  in¬ 
struction  of  them  in  Sabbath- 
Schools,  wherever  those  Schools 
can  be  formed ;  and  by  giving  them 
all  other  proper  advantages  for  ac¬ 
quiring  the  knowledge  of  their  du¬ 
ty  both  to  God  and  man.  We  are 
perfectly  satisfied,  that  as  it  is  in¬ 
cumbent  on  all  Christians  to  com¬ 
municate  religious  instruction  to 
those  who  are  under  their  authori¬ 
ty,  so  that  the  doing  of  this  in  the 
case  before  us,  so  far  from  operat¬ 
ing,  as  some  have  apprehended 
that  it  might,  as  an  excitement  to 
insubordination  and  insurrection 
would,  on  the  contrary,  operate  as 
the  most  powerful  means  for  the 
prevention  of  those  evils.f 

3.  We  enjoin  it  on  all  Church 
Sessions  and  Presbyteries,  under 
the  care  of  this  Assembly,  to  dis¬ 
countenance,  and,  as  far  as  possi- 

fThe  following  intelligence  haa  been 
recently  received,  and  may  be  relied  on 
as  authentic — “The  legislature  of  Anti¬ 
gua,  having  held  a  conference  with  the 
missionaries  (of  the  united  brethren, 
commonly  called  Moravians)  to  induce 
them  to  extend  their  missions  there,  and 
finding  it  out  of  their  power,  voted  them 
one  thousand  pounds  to  build  a  church 
and  house,  and  three  himdred  pounds 
per  annum,  for  the  support  of  missiona¬ 
ries  at  one  station;  granting  and  offering, 
as  much  crown  land  as  should  be  wanted 
for  that  ov  other  stations;  and  in  the  de¬ 
spatch  to  lord  Bathurst  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Antigua,  it  is  stated  that  the 
legislature  lamented  their  limited  finan¬ 
ces  prevented  their  doing  more;  as  they 
were  persuaded,  that  to  the  labours  of 
those  missionaries  among  the  negroes, 
they  were  mainly  indebted  for  a  state  of 
profound  tranquility  while  other  islands 
had  been  expo^  to  revolt  and  insurrec¬ 
tion.  The  brethren  have  about  twelve 
thousand  negroes  in  their  congregation 
I  on  that  island." 
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ble,  to  prevent,  all  cruelty  of  what¬ 
ever  kind  in  the  treatment  of 
slaves;  especially  the  cruelty  of 
separating  husband  and  wife,  pa¬ 
rents  and  children,  and  that  which 
consists  in  selling  slaves  to  those 
who  will  either  themselves  deprive 
these  unhappy  people  of  the  bles¬ 
sings  of  the  Gospel,  or  who  will 
transport  them  to  places  where  the 
Gospel  is  not  proclaimed,  or  where 
it  is  forbidden  to  slaves  to  attend 
upon  its  institutions. — The  mani¬ 
fest  violation  or  disregard  of  the 
injunction  here  given,  in  its  true 
spirit  and  intention,  ought  to  be 
considered  as  just  ground  for  the 
discipline&censures  of  the  church. 
And  if  it  shall  ever  happen  that  a 
Christian  professor,  in  our  commu¬ 
nion,  shall  sell  a  slave  who  is  al¬ 
so  in  communion  &  good  standing 
with  our  church,  contrary  to  his  or 
her  will,  and  inclination,  it  ought 
immediately  to  claim  the  particu¬ 
lar  attention  of  the  proper  church 
judicature  ;&  unless  there  be  such 
peculiar  circumstances  attending 
the  case  as  can  but  seldom  happen, 
it  ought  to  be  followed,  without 
delay,  by  a  suspension  of  the  of¬ 
fender  from  all  the  privileges  of 
the  church,  till  he  repent,  &  make 
all  the  reparation  in  his  power  to 
the  injured  party. 

Paased  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
General  Ammbly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States,  and  sign¬ 
ed  by  their  order,  by 

J.  J.  JANEWAY,  Moderator. 

Philadelphia,  June  2  1818. 


FROM  THE  PATRIOT. 

TO  THE  MODERN  LISTENER’S 
CORRESPONDENT. 

Anontmous  Friend: 

From  my  name  it  will  appear,  a- 
greeable  to  the  old  proverb,  that  I  am 
“here  and  there,  and  every  where." — It 


happened  in  a  late  excursion  of  mine 
through  one  of  the  counties  ef  Tennessee, 
to  fall  into  the  company  of  a  collection 
of  professors  of  religion,  and  sat  down 
amongst  them,  (like  “Satan  amongst  the 
sons  of  God,”)  to  listen  to  their  conver¬ 
sation,  and  to  gain  useful  information. — 
The  conversation  presently  opened  on 
the  topic  of  slavery,  and  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  advocates  for  emancipation,  &  after 
making  many  observations  &  remarks  on 
these  things,  seemed  to  bring  the  matter 
to  this  issue:  That  slavery  in  the  states 
of  Barbara  was  wrong,  and  cruelly  inhu¬ 
man — being  inflicted  by  heathen  infidels 
on  Christian  professors!  And  though  they 
did  not  fully  justify  African  slavery  in 
our  land  in  plain  words,  yet  in  their  ar¬ 
guments  they  acknowledged  themselves 
in  favor  of  it,  as  it  was  exercised  by 
Christians  over  heathens,  and  alluded  to 
the  case  of  heathens  being  servants  to 
the  Israelites  in  justification  of  the  prac¬ 
tice.  While  these  observations  were 
making,  one  of  them  drew  a  file  of  News¬ 
papers  from  his  pocket,  which  I  discov¬ 
ert  to  be  the  East-Tennessee  Patriot, 
and  commenced  reading  a  letter  of  cor¬ 
respondence  to  the  Modem  Listener,  to 
which  they  all  seemed  to  pay  strict  at¬ 
tention;  tho’  it  appeared  to  be  mingled 
I  with  surprise.  The  first  part  that  any 
observations  were  made  on,  was  the  re¬ 
mark  on  the  judgments  that  overtook 
Pharoah,  King  of  Eg3rpt,  for  not  letting 
the  Israelites  go  from  under  their  task 
masters,  and  concluded  those  judgments 
just,  because  the  Israelites  were  the  chos¬ 
en  people  of  God,  &  the  Egyptians  heath¬ 
ens,  but  could  not  see  how  it  could  ap¬ 
ply  to  Christian  professors  in  our  land, 
as  they  were  the  servants  of  God  and 
their  slaves  of  heathen  descent.  The 
next  thing  that  was  discussed,  was  an 
anecdote  of  a  negro  tumbling  out  of  a  cav¬ 
ity  in  a  comer  stone  that  was  preparing 
for  the  Church,  which  by  some  accident, 
or  cause,  got  broke;  at  this  they  seemed 
to  express  something  like  a  wonder — “A 
negro  tumble  out  of  a  stone!  a  negro  tum¬ 
ble  out  of  a  stone!”  several  times  repeat¬ 
ed, — an  animate  being  produced  from  an 
inanimate!  how  can  this  be?  Not  con¬ 
sidering  that  the  Christian  church  was 
built  of  lively  stones,  jointly  fitted  toge¬ 
ther,  in  which  there  was  no  hollow  place, 
or  cavities  capable  of  holding  slaves! 

Now  suffer  a  short  digression  from 
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my  narrative,  while  I  make  a  few  oboer- 
vations, — A  thought  passed  through  my 
mind  at  that  time,  t^t  these  professors, 
notwithstanding  they  thought  themselves 
completely  hewn,  squared  and  fitted  for 
the  building  of  Christ’s  Church,  the  hol¬ 
low  of  their  souls  was  as  full  of  the  spir¬ 
it  of  slavery,  inhumanity,  injustice  and 
oppression,  as  Mary  Magdaline  was  of 
devils,  before  they  were  cast  out  by  the 
Saviour  of  the  world!  The  next  that  oc¬ 
curred  to  my  mind,  was  an  anecdote  I 
once  read  of  a  precious  ointment  that 
was  used  in  one  of  the  cities  of  the  Eas¬ 
tern  world,  perhaps  Bagdad;  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  this  ointment  to  the  right  eye,  al¬ 
ways  increased  the  sight,  but  on  apply¬ 
ing  it  to  the  left,  the  subject  be«ime 
blind  of  both  eyes:  Just  so  I  concluded 
the  attempts  to  enlighten  these  people 
by  reason,  turned  out;  for,  instead  of  ap¬ 
plying  it  to  their  consciences,  which 
would  enlighten  the  mind,  they  always 
endeavored  to  wrest  it  to  their  self  in¬ 
terest,  and  selfish  views,  whereby  both 
the  right  eye  of  their  conscience,  and  the 
left  eye  of  their  national  understanding 
became  blind! 

But  to  return.  The  next  thing  that 
came  under  notice  was  the  case  of  Zeal¬ 
ots,  who  they  concluded  was  a  good  Chris¬ 
tian,  and  a  wise  man  for  educating  his 
children  for  noble  purposes,  on  the  la* 
hour  of  these  African  infidels;  and  be¬ 
queathing  them  to  his  children,  to  sup¬ 
port  them  by  their  labour,  while  they 
might  be  employed  as  missionaries  in 
converting  the  heathen  abroad  to  the 
principles  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ, 
by  enlightening  whose  minds,  they  could 
not,  as  they  would  not  be  in  their  power, 
be  unfited  to  be  their  slaves,  like  those 
over  whom  they  had  dominion. 

The  contrast  between  the  practice  and 
profession  of  these  people  was  so  great, 
that  had  I  been  a  pagan,  or  a  Mahome¬ 
tan,  I  must,  instead  of  being  converted 
to  its  principles  by  the  doctrine  of  my 
instructors,  have  been  led  to  consider  it 
a  system  of  inconsistency,  oppression,  & 
cruelty;  fraught  with  injustice,  and  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  rejected  by  every  person  of  com¬ 
mon  decency  and  morality! 

I  was  completely  defeated  in  my  ex¬ 
pectation  of  being  edified,  and  instructed 
by  the  conversation  of  these  professed 
(Jodly  people,  for  my  mind  became  con¬ 
fused,  not  by  the  force  of  their  arguments, 
but  at  seeing  men,  at  once  professing  the 


fairest  religion  in  the  world,  and  plead¬ 
ing  for,  and  justifying  on  the  principles 
of  that  religion,  practices,  which  are  con¬ 
trary  to  every  principle  of  conunon  hu¬ 
manity!  If  the  notions  of  these  people 
are  right,  the  ideas  I  have  ever  entertain¬ 
ed  of  the  religion  of  Christ,  must  have 
been  wrong  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
— for,  if  slavery  can  be  reconciled  to  the 
doctrines  and  spirit  of  primitive  Christi¬ 
anity,  I  know  of  no  other  crime  that 
could  not  be  defended  on  the  same 
grounds!  At  this  rate  of  reasoning,  jus¬ 
tice  and  injustice,  light  and  darkness, 
sin  and  holiness,  Christ  and  Beliel  may 
shake  hands,  and  be  united  in  bonds  of 
closest  unity!  O!  the  power  of  avarice 
to  blind  the  human  heart!  Infatuation 
imparalleled,  and  subversive  of  every 
principle  of  justice  and  equity!  When 
shall  thy  force  be  destroyed,  and  when 
shall  men  be  governed  by  right  reason! 
I  am  shocked  at  so  vile  a  prostitution  of 
religion,  and  at  such  an  indignity  cast 
upon  the  divine  redeemer,  who  will  one 
day  vindicate  the  rights  of  his  throne,  & 
manifest  to  a  deluded  world,  that  he  is  a 
God  of  inflexible  justice! 

If  any  thing  can  be  collected  from 
these  scattered  fragments,  that  I  have 
gathered  up,  liberty  is  granted  to  use 
them  for  the  best  purposes. 

RespectfuUy,  THE  RAMBLER. 


A  writer  in  the  St.  Louis  Enquirer,  un¬ 
der  the  signature  of  HOWARD,  pro¬ 
poses  the  subsequent  plan  for  the 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY 

It  is  certain  that  the  Republic 
may  extinguish  Slavery,  in  all 
her  dominions,  on  just  and  equi¬ 
table  terms,  if  she  is  disposed 
to  do  so. 

The  number  of  slaves  within 
her  limits  do  not  exceed  1,200,- 
000.  The  females  but  half  that 
number;  their  average  value  not 
more  than  $200;  their  total  val¬ 
ue  but  120  millions. 

The  Republic  owns  east  of  the 
Mississippi  150  millions  of  acres 
of  public  land;  west  of  it  1100 
millions;  total  1250  millions. 

At  two  dollars  an  acre  it  would 
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require  but  60  millions  of  these 
acres  to  purchase  all  the  female 
slaves  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  purchase  &  liberation  of  the 
females  would  accomplish  the 
object :  the  children  following 
the  condition  of  the  mother, 
would  be  free  by  birth;  the  exist¬ 
ing  race  of  males  would  be  free 
by  death;  and  slavery  itself  would 
be  extinguished  with  the  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  present  generation. 

To  give  effect  to  a  plan  of  e- 
mancipation  on  these  principles, 
a  law  of  Congress  should  be  pas¬ 
sed  to  assess  the  value  of  the  fe¬ 
male  slaves  —  to  fix  the  age  at 
which  they  should  become  free; 
and  to  give  a  certificate  of  the 
assessed  value  to  the  different 
owners.  The  certificates  should 
be  receivable  in  payment  of  all 
public  lands.  Before  going  into 
operation  the  law  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  a  convention  of  those 
interested  in  each  of  the  slave¬ 
holding  states.  If  adopted  by  the 
majority  of  the  convention  in  a- 
ny  state,  the  law  should  go  into 
operation  throughout  that  state. 

The  practability  of  this  plan 
admits  of  easy  demonstration. 

If  proposed  by  Congress  it 
would  hardly  be  rejected  by  slave 
holding  states.  Justice,  Safety, 
Interest,  would  combine  to  make 
them  adopt  it.  Some  would  vote 
for  it  because  they  would  feel  the 
injustice  of  denying  liberty  to  a 
human  being  when  it  would  be 
granted  without  injury  to  them¬ 
selves  ;  others  because  they 
would  be  willing  to  avert  from 
their  posterity  the  desolating  hor¬ 
rors  of  a  servile  war;  others  be¬ 
cause  they  would  see,  in  the  bar¬ 
gain  proposed,  the  exchange  of 


a  perishable  property,  of  uncer¬ 
tain  increase,  for  an  imperishable 
estate  which  would  continue  to 
rise  in  value  as  long  as  liberty  & 
property  should  continue  to  be 
protected  in  this  free  and  happy 
land.  Nor  would  the  Republic 
find  its  wealth  diminished.  —  The 
land  bestowed  would  be  covered 
by  freemen,  and  cultivated  by 
patriot  hands.  —  It  would  become 
the  means  of  augmenting  the  true 
wealth  and  power  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  by  increasing  the  number  of 
those  who  would  be  able  to  pay 
taxes  and  bear  arms  for  its  sup- 
ix)rt,  and  ready  to  lay  down  their 
lives  when  the  service  of  their 
country  should  demand  it. 

HOWARD 

PUBLIC  MEETING. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  County  of  Burlington, 
convened  by  Public  Notice,  to 
ascertain  the  sense  of  the  people 
of  said  county,  upon  the  proprie¬ 
ty  of  prohibiting  the  existence 
of  Slavery  in  New  States  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  held  at 
the  Court-House  in  Mount  Holly, 
on  the  31st  day  of  December,  A. 
D.  1819— 

JOSEPH  MTLVAINE,  Esq. 
was  chosen  Chairman,  and 
Charles  Kinsey,  Esq.  Secreta¬ 
ry. 

The  Chairman  having  stated 
to  the  Meeting,  the  object  for 
which  it  had  been  convened,  the 
following  Resolutions,  after  an 
eloquent  Address  from  Richard 
S.  CoxE,  Esq.  as  to  the  power  of 
Congress  to  prohibit  Slavery  in 
New  States,  and  the  expediency 
of  such  prohibition,  were  propo- 
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dopted. 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Meet¬ 
ing  does  not  entertain  the  small¬ 
est  doubt  of  the  authority  of  Con¬ 
gress,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
annex  just  and  reasonable  condi¬ 
tions  to  the  admission  of  any 
New  State  into  the  Union. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  this  Meeting,  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  Religion,  every  motive 
of  policy,  every  dictate  of  pru¬ 
dence,  concur  in  requiring  that 
the  system  of  Slavery  should  not 
be  extended  in  the  United  States 
beyond  its  present  limits;  &  that 
no  New  State  should  hereafter 
be  admitted  to  a  participation  in 
the  benefits  of  our  Federal  Com¬ 
pact,  without  a  total  renuncia¬ 
tion  of  Slavery. 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  our  deli¬ 
berate  opinion,  the  toleration  of 
Slavery  in  the  New  States  be¬ 
yond  the  Mississippi,  would 
have  an  obvious  tendency  to  in¬ 
crease  and  perpetuate  its  evils  in 
the  Atlantic  States,  and  to  accel¬ 
erate  and  aggrevate  the  fearful 
consequences  which  are  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended  from  the  system. 

And  on  motion  of  Joseph  Hop- 
KiNSON,  Esq.  introduced  with 
pertinent  and  very  handsome  re¬ 
marks,  it  was  unanimously  Re¬ 
solved, 

4.  That  the  prohibition  of 
Slavery  in  a  New  State  is  not  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  but  in  full 
accordance  with  them,  and  re¬ 
quired  by  the  “general  welfare,” 
and  a  faithful  observance  of  the 
Compact  of  Union  between  the 
“Original  States,”  which  will  be 
essentially  changed  and  impair- 


vernment  shall  be  in  this  man¬ 
ner  strengthened  and  enlarged. 

And  on  motion  of  Richard  S. 
CoxE,  Esq.  it  was  further  resol¬ 
ved  unanimously, 

5.  That  the  Members  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress  from  this 
State  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
earnestly  solicited  to  use  every 
means,  and  to  exert  all  their  in¬ 
fluence  to  prevent  the  admission 
of  any  New  State  into  the  Union, 
unless  upon  the  condition  that 
Slavery  is  not  to  exist  within  its 
limits. 

6.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  meeting, 
and  of  these  resolutions,  attested 
by  the  Chairman,  and  Secretary, 
be  forwarded  to  each  of  the 
members  of  both  Houses  of  Con¬ 
gress,  representing  this  state  —  & 
that  a  similar  copy  be  furnished 
to  the  Hon.  Elias  Boudinot, 
Chairman  of  the  committee,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  meeting  held  at 
T  renton. 

J.  M'lLVAINE,  Chairman. 

Charles  Kinset,  Sec’ry, 

FROM  JEFFERSON’S  NOTES  ON 
VIRGINIA. 

‘Tt  is  difficult  to  determine  on  the 
standard  by  which  the  manners  of  a  na¬ 
tion  may  be  tried,  whether  catholic,  or 
particular.  It  is  more  difficult  for  a  na¬ 
tive  to  bring  to  that  standard  the  man¬ 
ners  of  his  own  nation,  familiarized  to 
him  by  habit.  There  must  doubtless  be 
an  unhappy  influence  on  the  manners  of 
our  people  produced  by  the  existence  of 
slavery  among  us.  The  whole  commerce 
between  master  and  slave  is  a  perpetual 
exercise  of  the  most  boisterous  passions, 
the  most  imremitting  despotism  on  the 
one  part,  and  degrading  submissions  on 
the  other.  Our  children  see  this,  and 
learn  to  imitate  it;  for  man  is  an  imita¬ 
tive  animal.  This  quality  is  the  germ 
of  all  education  in  him.  From  his  era- 
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die  to  his  grave  he  te  learning  to  do  what 
he  sees  others  do.  If  a  parent  coold  find 
no  motive  either  in  his  philanthropy  or 
his  self-love,  for  restraining  the  intempe¬ 
rance  of  passion  towards  his  slave,  it 
should  always  be  a  sufficient  one  that  his 
child  is  present.  But  generally  it  is  not 
sufficient.  The  parent  storms,  the  child 
looks  on,  catches  the  lineaments  of  wrath, 
puts  on  the  same  airs  in  the  circle  of 
smaller  slaves,  gives  a  loose  to  the  worst 
of  his  passions,  and  thus  nursed,  educa¬ 
ted,  and  daily  exercised  in  tyranny,  can¬ 
not  but  be  stamped  by  it  with  odious  pe¬ 
culiarities.  The  man  must  be  a  prodi¬ 
gy  who  can  retain  his  manners  and  mor¬ 
als  undepraved  by  such  circumstances. 
And  with  what  execration  should  the 
statesman  be  loaded,  who  permitting  one 
half  the  citisens  thus  to  trample  on  the 
rights  of  the  other,  transforms  those  into 
despots,  and  these  into  enemies,  destroys 
the  morals  of  the  one  part,  and  the  amor 
patris  of  the  other.  For  if  a  slave  can 
have  a  country  in  this  world,  it  must  be 
another  in  preferance  to  that  in  which  he 
is  bom  to  live  and  labor  for  another:  in 
which  he  must  lock  up  the  faculties  of 
his  nature,  contribute  as  far  as  depends 
on  his  individual  endeavors  to  the  evan- 
ishment  of  the  human  race,  or  entail  his 
own  miserable  condition  on  the  endless 
generations  proceeding  from  him.  With 
the  morals  of  the  people,  their  industry 
also  is  destroyed.  For  in  a  warm  cli¬ 
mate,  no  man  will  labor  for  himself  who  j 
can  make  another  labor  for  him.  This  is 
so  tme,  that  of  the  proprietors  of  slaves 
a  very  small  proportion  indeed  are  ever 
seen  to  labor.  And  can  the  liberties  of  a  na¬ 
tion  be  thought  secure  when  we  have  re¬ 
moved  their  only  firm  basis,  a  conviction 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  that  these  lib¬ 
erties  are  of  the  gift  of  God?  That  they 
are  not  to  be  violated  but  with  his  wrath? 
Indeed  I  tremble  for  my  country  when  I 
reflect  that  God  is  just;  that  his  justice 
cannot  sleep  for  ever:  that  considering 
numbers,  natiue  and  natural  means  only, 
a  revolution  of  the  wheel  of  fortune,  an 
exchange  of  situation  is  among  possible 
events:  that  it  may  become  probable  by 
supernatural  interference!  The  Almigh¬ 
ty  has  no  attribute  which  can  take  side 
with  us  in  such  a  contest. — But  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  be  temperate  and  to  pursue 
this  subject  through  the  various  conside¬ 
rations  of  policy,  of  morals,  of  history  na¬ 


tural  and  civil.  We  must  be  contented 
to  hope  they  will  force  their  way  into 
every  one’s  mind.  I  think  a  change  al¬ 
ready  perceptible,  since  the  origin  of  the 
present  revolution.  The  spirit  of  the 
master  is  abating,  that  of  the  slave  is  ris¬ 
ing  from  the  dust,  his  condition  mollify¬ 
ing,  the  way  of  hope  preparing,  under 
the  auspices  of  heaven,  for  a  total  eman¬ 
cipation,  and  that  this  is  disposed,  in 
the  order  of  events,  to  be  with  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  masters,  rather  than  by  their 
extirpation.” 


THE  OBJECTION 
TO  THE  USE  OF  PRIZE  GOODS 
EXAMINED. 

The  name  prize  goods  is  mostly  given 
Ut  goods  taken  on  the  seas,  by  armed 
vessels  of  nations  at  war  with  each  other, 
and  sold  by  the  captors.  Some  consci¬ 
entious  people  refuse  to  purchase  such 
goods,  because  the  real  owners  do  not  re¬ 
ceive  the  pay;  and  because  it  would  be 
encouraging  robbery  and  murder;  also, 
becoming  parties  therein.  All  goods 
taken  from  the  real  owners,  either  by 
fraud  or  force,  are  prize  goods,  whether 
it  be  on  sea  or  on  land.  All  who  pur¬ 
chase  such  goods  (knowing  them  to  be 
prise)  are  parties  in  the  business,  giving 
it  countenance  and  substantial  support. 
The  persons  employed  as  captors  of  the 
human  species,  who  drag  the  Africans 
from  their  homes,  and  carry  them  to  ano¬ 
ther  country  for  sale,  are  guilty  of  the 
highest  grade  of  felony,  and  the  captives 
so  taken  are  the  highest  grade  of  prize 
goods.  To  seize  on  a  man’s  whole  pro¬ 
perty  and  make  prize  of  it,  is  certainly 
a  high  act  of  felony;  but  to  seize  on  the 
man  himself,  and  make  prize  of  him,  is 
still  higher.  The  captive  being  depriv¬ 
ed  of  his  liberty  and  all  the  natural  rights 
of  man,  is  compelled  to  hard  labor,  by 
his  captor  or  purchaser:  all  the  proceeds 
of  his  labor  is  taken  from  him,  which  is 
strictly  prize  goods.  The  slave  being 
prise  goods,  his  labour  is  prise  goods 
also:  he  was  made  a  slave  for  the  sake  of 
the  proceeds  of  his  labour,  therefore  the 
product  of  his  labour  is  amongst  the 
highest  grade  of  prize  goods.  The  pur¬ 
chaser  of  the  goods  is  a  party  in  the 
slave  trade;  his  money  goes  to  the  West- 
Iiidia  planter,  and  from  him  to  the  Gui¬ 
nea  merchant.  Thus  countenancing  and 
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supporting  each  other,  linked  together  as 
in  a  chain,  the  whole  business  is  pushed 
on  with  vigor.  The  greater  the  donand 
is  for  the  produce,  the  greater  is  the  de¬ 
mand  for  the  slaves.  The  connexion  be¬ 
tween  the  slave  trade,  and  the  produce 
of  the  slaves’  labour,  is  like  the  connex¬ 
ion  between  the  tree  and  its  fruit,  or  the 
root  and  the  branch.  “If  the  root  be  ho¬ 
ly,  so  are  the  branches.”  So  also,  if  the 
root  be  accursed,  so  are  the  branches. — 
The  root  of  the  slave  trade  is  avarice  & 
luxury:  and  the  trade  in  the  produce  of 
the  slaves’  labour  is  supported  from  the 
same  root,  avarice  in  the  merchant,  and 
luxury  in  the  consumer. 

Vessels  are  sometimes  taken  on  the 
seas  laden  with  the  manufactures  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  where  every  one  concerned  in  ma¬ 
nufacturing  the  cargo,  has  been  paid  for 
his  labour,  and  the  vessel  taken  without 
the  loss  of  any  lives;  yet  many  would  re¬ 
fuse  to  purchase  goods  so  obtained,  who 
would  not  hesitate  to  purchase  goo^  ex¬ 
torted  from  slaves  in  the  West  Indies 
by  violence,  injustice,  cruelty  and  blood¬ 
shed;  which  carries  with  it  a  resemblance 
of  straining  at  a  gnat  and  swallowing 
a  camel. 

(To  be  concluded.) 


EMANCIPATION. 

At  the  July  Sessions  of  the  county 
court  of  Washington  held  in  Jonesboro,’ 
Henry  Hale  of  this  county  emancipated  se¬ 
venteen  Slaves,  giving  bond  &  security  to 
secure  them  from  becoming  a  charge  to 
the  county.  He  is  an  old  man,  &  having 
made  his  will,  leaves  these  negroes  at 
his  death  300  acres  of  land,  including  a 
considerable  part  of  his  farm,  together 
with  the  chief  of  his  stock  and  household 
furniture.  They  are  the  best  looking  set 
of  negroes  that  I  ever  saw,  taking  the 
whole  together;  and  there  is  no  likelihood 
of  them  ever  being  thrown  on  their  secur¬ 
ities  for  assistance,  having  acquired  the 
habits  of  industry  and  economy  while 
nominally  slaves,  which  will  defend  them 
from  want. 

This  magnanimous  act  of  Henry  Hale’s 
is  worthy  of  the  imitation  of  all  slave¬ 
holders,  especially  those  professing  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

When  it  is  understood  that  the  secur¬ 
ity  required  is  only  to  indemnify  the 
county  in  case  of  inability  to  maintain 


themselves,  the  great  bugbear  and  diffi¬ 
culty  in  the  way  of  emancipation  is 
measurably  removed.  Becoming  wil¬ 
ling  is  the  main  point.  There  appeared 
to  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  eight  or 
ten  securities  in  this  instance,  to  join  in 
a  bond  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  keep 
them  from  becoming  a  county  charge. 


POSTMASTERS, 

The  Emancipator  has  been  pillaged  by 
some  of  those  through  whose  hands  it  has 
to  p^  to  subscribers,  at  a  rate  which 
reflects  disgrace  on  human  nature,  when 
we  compare  it  with  the  solemn  obliga¬ 
tion  of  the  oaths  they  have  taken,  and 
the  trust  reposed  in  them.  Many  of  the 
papers  have  not  arriven  at  the  place  di¬ 
rected — packets  have  been  opened  and 
parts  taken  out,  the  rest  sent  on,  and 
some  have  had  the  endorsements  altered 
&  sent  to  other  post  offices  in  other  states, 
and  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  one  to 
which  they  were  first  directed.  Some 
have  been  so  base  as  not  to  give  them 
out  of  their  office,  even  when  they  have 
been  asked  for  letters  and  papers  by 
those  whose  names  were  written  on  this 
paper.  Is  there  no  redress  for  such  con¬ 
duct?  What  is  the  security  of  our  na¬ 
tional  conveyance,  where  the  obligation 
of  oaths  is  not  felt,  but  an  entire  disre¬ 
gard  of  duty  prevails!  The  practice  of 
suffering  those  who  are  not  even  assis¬ 
tant  Postmasters  to  ransack  the  mail 
while  opening  in  post  offices,  is  very  re¬ 
prehensible,  and  may  in  some  instances 
be  the  means  of  subjecting  postmasters 
to  censure;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  ex¬ 
cessive  mismanagement  of  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  this  particular  paper,  will  not  a- 
gain  give  cause  of  further  complaint, 
i  ELIHU  EMBREE. 


Those  who  do  not  return  their  papers 
are  considered  subscribers.  Thos:  who 
do  retimi  them  are  desired  to  wrap  them 
up  carefully  to  prevent  their  wearing 
out. 
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